ANNUAL REPORT 1989-1990 by South Carolina State Election Commission
SOUTH CAROLINA 
ELECTION COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT 
1989-1990 
Printed Under The Direction Of The 
State Budget And Control Board 
S. C. STATE LIBRARY 
rAPR 2 9 199" 
STATE DOCUMENTS 
C O M M I S S I O N E R S  
D R .  N E A L  D .  T H I G P E N  
C h a i r m a n  
M A R G A R E T  S .  T O W N S E N D  
V I c e - C h a i r m a n  
C . D .  S E X T O N  
W I L L I A M  B .  D E P A S S ,  J R .  
R O G E R  L E A K S ,  J R .  
l ' t a t t  n f  & n u t l y  a t a r n l i n a  
i . E l t r t i n n  C ! r n m m i s s i n n  
2 2 2 1  O E V I N E  S T R E E T  
P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  5 9 8 7  
C O L U M B I A ,  S . C .  2 9 2 5 0  
L E T T E R  O F  T R A N S M I T T A L  
J A M E S  B  E L L I S O R  
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  
J A M E S  F  H E N D R I X  
D E P U T Y  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  
D I R E C T O R  O F  E L E C T I O N S  
A N N  C .  W O L F E  
D E P U T Y  D I R E C T O R .  B U D G E T  &  
F I N A N C E  
M A R C I A  B .  A N D I N O  
A S S I S T A N T  D I R E C T O R .  C E N T R A L  
V O T E R  R E G I S T R A T I O N  S Y S T E M  
A N D  C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S  
D O N N A  C .  R O Y S O N  
A S S l S T  A N T  D I R E C T O R .  E L E C T R O N I C  
V O T I N G  S Y S T E M  
P H O N E :  7 3 4 - 9 0 6 0  
F A X :  7 3 4 - 9 3 6 6  
C o l u m b i a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  
F o r  P e r i o d  E n d i n g  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 9 0  
T o  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,  C a r r o l l  A .  C a m p b e l l ,  J r . ,  G o v e r n o r ,  a n d  t h e  
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a :  
I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  l a w ,  w e  a r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  s u b m i t  t o  y o u  
t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  
E l e c t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  d a t a  a n d  s t a t i s t i c s  
f r o m  s p e c i a l  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  r e q u i r e d .  
R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  
D r .  N e a l  T h i g p e n ,  C h a i r m a n  
W i l l i a m  B .  D e P a s s ,  J r .  
R o g e r  L e a k s ,  J r .  
C . D .  S e x t o n  
M a r g a r e t  S .  T o w n s e n d  
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Letter of Transmittal .......................... 1 
South Carolina Election Commission ............. 3 
Staff of State Election Commission ............. 3 
History of the Agency .......................... 4 
Statutory Authority of the Agency.......... 4 
Organization of the Agency ..................... 4 
Organizational Chart ....................... 7 
Summary of Fiscal Year Expenditures ............ 7 
Minutes of Meetings of State Board of Canvassers 
Tuesday, October 17, 19_89 . . ., ................ 8 
Tuesday, November 28, 1989 ................. 9 
Returns of Special Elections 
S.C. House District 55 held on October 10, 
1989 in Dillon County ................. 10 
S.C. House District 123 held on October 10, 
1989 in Beaufort County ............... 11 
S.C. House District 76 held on November 21, 
1989 in Richland County ........ ~ ······ 12 
Voter Registration Breakdown By Race........... 13 
Purge of Registered Voters For Non-Voting ...... 14 
Voter Registration By Mail ..................... 15 
Publications and Training Aids of the State 
Election Commission........................ 16 
Efficiency and Effectiveness Factors ........... 17 
2 
SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBERS 
Appointed by the Governor 
DR. NEAL D. THIGPEN, Chairman (1990) 
Florence, South Carolina 
WILLIAM B. DEPASS, JR. (1992) 
Columbia, South Carolina 
ROGER LEAKS, JR. (1992) 
Columbia, South Carolina 
C.D. SEXTON (1990) 
Columbia, South Carolina 
MARGARET S. TOWNSEND (1990) 
Charleston, South Carolina 
STAFF 
JAME.S B. ELLISOR 
Executive Director 
James F. Hendrix 
Deputy Executive Director 
Director of Elections 
Marcia Andino 
Assistant Director, Central 
Voter Registration System 
and Computer Services 
Garry Baum 
Public Information Officer 
Richard C. Behlmer 
Postal Clerk 
Wanda Quarles Berry 
Administrative Assistant 
Electronic Voting System 
Nancy S. Foster 
Administrative Assistant I 
C. Stanley Harris 
Postal Center Supervisor 
Barbara Pagoota 
Administrative Specialist A 
Janet D. Reynolds 
Executive Support Specialist 
3 
Ann C. Wolfe 
Deputy Director 
Budget and Finance 
Donna Royson 
Assistant Director 
Electronic Voting System 
Sheack Abraham 
Administrative Specialist B 
Joyce D. Benjamin 
Data Entry Operator II 
Faye Carter 
Administrative Assistant II 
Susan G. Funderburk 
Data Entry Operator II 
Blondell M. Montague 
Data Coordinator II 
Faye Parks 
Accounting Technician II 
Elizabeth I. Simmons 
Accounting Technician II 
HISTORY OF THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION 
The State Election Commission became a separate state 
agency on the day of January 1, 1969. It had formerly 
functioned as a division of the office of Secretary of State. 
It was the feeling of the General Assembly that voter 
registration and the administration of elections were matters 
that should be removed from possible influence of partisan, 
elected officials and placed under the custody of a non-elected 
bipartisan board or commission. By the law which created the 
Election Commission, it was required that the Commission be 
composed of at least one member of the majority political party 
represented in the General Assembly and at least one member of 
the largest minority political party represented in the General 
Assembly. 
The State Election Commission operates under authority 
granted by 1968 Act No. 955, which is codified as Title 7, 
Section 3-10 et. seq., of the 1976 South Carolina Code of Laws, 
as amended. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION 
I. ADMINISTRATION 
The functions of the Election Commission are administered 
by a five-member commission, which meets monthly in 
Columbia, and by an executive director who is the chief 
administrative officer of the agency. Policy, procedures 
and rules governing the various functions of the 
Commission are set by the election commissioners and 
carried out by the executive director. The executive 
director employs and maintains a competent working staff 
to assist him in carrying out his duties. During 
statewide general election years, it is necessary to 
employ additional personnel in order to carry out the 
increased responsibilities of the Election Commission at 
that time. 
The Election Commission also considers and recommends 
changes in the Registration and Election laws to the 
General Assembly. 
II. CENTRAL VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM 
The Election Commission is the coordinating center of 
South Carolina's computerized system of voter 
registration. All forty-six (46) counties report new 
registrations and registration changes to the Central 
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Office, where a computer file is built and from which are 
printed new lists of registered voters for every election 
that is held in the State: statewide, countywide, 
municipal or other. This system is responsible for 
removing from the rolls of voters those persons who have 
died, moved, been convicted of certain crimes or otherwise 
become ineligible as electors. 
In this regard, reports must be obtained from other 
federal, state and local agencies and compared with the 
computer files. Detailed records and statistics are 
maintained on the number of registered voters in each 
county and precinct of South Carolina. Biannually, voters 
who have failed to vote in at least one election in a two 
year period are removed from the list of active voters and 
placed in an inactive file. 
Twenty-three (23) counties now have direct access to the 
Central Registration files to allow for input of new 
voters and also to allow status checks for voters who 
could have registered in another county. The counties 
have found the direct ' link useful and time saving in the 
printing and distributing of voter registration 
notification material. 
All forms and materials used for voter registration by the 
Central Office and the County Boards of Registration are 
printed and paid for by the Election Commission. The 
Central Office also provides, as a public service, the 
sale of precinct lists of registered voters at a 
reasonable cost to any registered elector. 
III. AID TO COUNTIES 
The Election Commission is charged by law with the 
responsibility of disbursing, to all counties, a state 
supplemental appropriation to aid in keeping the Board of 
Registration office open during normal courthouse hours. 
The amount received by the counties is based upon their 
respective populations. 
IV. ELECTIONS 
A. Office of Elections 
The State Election Commission is the chief election 
officer for the conduct of general and special elections. 
This office prints and distributes for statewide general 
election and countywide special elections all ballots, 
forms and other materials necessary to conduct such 
elections for Presidential Electors, State Officers, 
United States Senators, Members of Congress and 
Constitutional Amendments. 
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B. State Board of Canvassers 
After the conclusion of state and county general 
elections, the five commissioners of the Election 
Commission act as the State Board of Canvassers. The 
Board certifies the results of elections and hears appeals 
and protests arising in such elections. 
C. Educational Services 
The State Election Commission conducts a comprehensive 
training program for election workers throughout South 
Carolina on a continuing basis and provides needed 
information to members of the public concerning election 
procedures in their state. A variety of election 
statistics regarding South Carolina's elections are also 
compiled and available upon requests of interested 
individuals. 
Educational Services conducted a statewide training 
program for poll managers working in the General 
Election. This program was aired to the Managers at 
selected sites throughout the State via the Educational 
Television Network's closed circuit lines. Special 
telephone lines and talkback facilities provided by ETV 
were utilized to answer any manager's questions on the 
air. Almost all of the managers working in the General 
Election took part in this training program. 
Aiken, Anderson, Beaufort, Charleston, Cherokee, 
Greenville, Harry, Richland, Spartanburg, and Sumter 
counties continue to implement their in-county poll 
manager training programs. It is hoped that other 
counties will begin year round training in the near future. 
D. Electronic Voting System 
The State Election Commission maintains the software and 
programs the voting machines used by sixteen (16) counties 
in the state to conduct elections at all levels of 
government. We provide proper security and protection to 
assure the machines used and the programs that produce the 
election results are free from tampering and fraud. All 
ballots for the machines are produced in the Commission's 
office and approved by the Director or Assistant Director. 
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E L E C T R O N I C  
V O T I N G  
S Y S T E M  
E L E C T I O N S  
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA) ) 
COUNTY OF RICHLfu~D ) 
STATE BOARD OF Cru~ASSERS 
Present: Dr. Neal Thigpen, Chair~an; Mr. c. D. Sexton, Mr. 
Roger L.eaks; Mr. William B. DePass, Jr.; and Mr. 
James B. Ellisor, Executive Director. 
On Tuesday, October 17, 1989, the State Board of Canvassers met 
in the offices of the State Election Commission. 
Dr. Thigpen called the meeting to order. 
Mr. Ellisor stated that this meeting has been called to certify 
the results of two special elections. House District 55 in 
Dillon County and House District 123 in Beaufort County, both 
of which were held on October 10, 1989. 
The members canvassed the results and finding them in order, 
certified the votes as follows: 
House District 55 
!1ar ion H. Son Kinon (D) 1,874 
Edith Daniel {R) 813. 
House District 123 
Holly Cork {R) 2,690 
Write-Ins 611 
The Canvassers signed a letter of certification to be sent to 
the Secretary of State. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLI~A) 
) 
COUNTY OF RICHL~TD ) 
STATE BOARD OF C.~NVASSERS 
Present: Dr. Neal Thipgen, Chairman; Mrs. Margaret 
Townsend; Mr. Roger Leaks, Jr.; Mr. William B. 
DePass, Jr. and Mr. James B. Ellisor, Executive 
Director. 
On Tuesday, November 28, 1989, the State Board of Canvassers 
met in the offices of the State Election Commission. 
Dr. Thigpen called the meeting to order. 
Mr. Ellisor stated that this meeting has been called to 
certify the results of the Special Election for State House of 
Representatives District 76 held in Richland County on 
November 21, 1989. 
The members canvassed the results and finding them in order, 
certified the votes as follows: 
Janes H. Harrison, Republican 2,748 
Lyles Glenn, Democrat 1,984 
The Canvassers signed a letter of certification to be sent to 
the Secretary of State. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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SPECIAL ELECTION 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRICT 55 
OCTOBER 10, 1989 
DILLON COUNTY 
PRECINCT Marion H. Son Kinon Edith Daniel 
D R 
East Dillon ...... . 341 282 
West Dillon ...... . 248 61 
South Dillon ..... . 240 70 
Latta ............ . 
New Holly ........ . 5 6 
Lake View ........ . 200 61 
Kemper ........... . 39 22 
Gaddy's Mill ..... . 22 14 
Mt. Calvery ...... . 116 45 
Bermuda .......... . 79 15 
57 17 
114 42 
Plea~ant Hill .... . 
Hamer ............ . 
Oakland .......... . 39 18 
Carolina ......... . 21 19 
Little Rock ...... . 104 52 
Minturn .......... . 36 18 
Oak Grove ........ . 
Manning .......... . 38 19 
Floydale ......... . 77 19 
Fork ............. . 85 20 
Absentee ......... . 13 13 
Challenges ....... . 0 0 
COUNTY TOTALS ..... 1,874 813 
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1 1  
SPECIAL ELECTION 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, DISTRICT 76 
NOVEMBER 21, 1989 
RICHLAND COUNTY 
PRECINCT Lyles Glenn James H. Harrison 
D 
Ward 15 ........... . 156 157 
Ward 16 ........... . 310 266 
Ward 17 ........... . 250 323 
Ward 23 ........... . 66 73 
Ward 24 •••••••••••• 187 249 
Ward 25 ........... . 187 263 
Ward 26 ........... . 103 101 
Ward 27 ........... . 161 418 
Ward 34 ........... . 94 149 
S.F.A ............. . 207 326 
Penn~ngton ........ . 113 259 
Woodlands ......... . 94 123 
Absentee .......... . 53 41 
Challenges ........ . 3 0 
COUNTY TOTALS 1984 2748 
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fA~oEPt" 1 !:~b 336 273 
I!AI\t-;Wfll 1 561 410 97<: 
HAI...FCn 1 4 1,~15 2,3'JE :.~18 
-- - -
eERKELE:Y 1 47 1,~cc 3,60~ !:,157 
CHt'ClP.: ~o; 31'? s--4.L 
O:HU~1L~ z 9 59 8,114 11, 5'JC l'J,774 
ChHCKEE 3 417 1,376 1.7~6 
CHESTEI\ 1 ~71 84'? 1,4<:1 
l:HESTfi\F lEU: 1 771 1,357 Z,l2'J 
CLHEHO. 1 1 1,~:<5 ess 2,215 
CCL LET(~ 8 ~E1 894 1,S83 
rAH 1 r-.c T CN 1 1 1 E8'? 21 304 4,194 
~lllCt-i 12 1 1 Cl3 1,oac 2,111 
D:JHHE~l ER 2b 1'J 1,Zlt 3, 7Z4 4 ,c:e5 
EGCEF IELC 1 ~H 364 E81 
FAIH IELD E98 485 1,3e3 
Fl C"E P\CE 2 7 3,C17 4,425 7,451 
GECHElC~N 7 1,~27 1,633 ::,167 
tREE NV ll LE 15 16 2.~ss 11,175 14,161 
GI\EEN.-CDO 5 1,C60 2,193 3,~58 
HAMPTO~ 1 925 581 1,507 
HuHY 4 5 1,378 6,069 7,456 
.;A~ PH 2 I E10 ~54 1,367 
ICERSHH. 2 1 t:43 1, Z71 1,917 
U.HA~Hr. 1 1 3 45b 1,792 2,2~3 
LAL'I\H~ 1,C47 · 1,53' 2,1!79 
LEE 717 383 1,100 
LEX It-;c;iCI\ 1 7 1~ f73 4 1 9EE s,cs2 
~CCCRr.J 0 138 77 Z15 
~AI'IG~ 6 1 1, 339 740 2,C86 
~A"Lenc 1 43 2 1,352 l 1 25C 2,648 
--
H~o.eEnY 1 503 1e~ 1,zeq 
rcc~a :<93 2,511 2,EO'• 
CRAHEEL'F.~ 9 6 3, 719 1,737 5,471 
FICJCnS 1 2 :<58 3,002 3,263 
~I CHLJ.H 3 18 H 7,C09 e,5n 17 1 ~ ,681 
S~L LT t 458 363 841 
~PH T ~~eli"!; z l6 2,783 7,621t 10,425 
SUMlER 5 7 2,353 2,269 lt,634 
LldCN 1 ~89 1,015 1,605 
WILL I M· ~ ~UP.G 1,'?Ci 8~5 2,762 
YCJ;JC 7 7 '?48 3,59:< 4,554 
11 ----~I A IE I ( I 1137 309 65,065 113,299 17 178,888 
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SOUTII CAROLIIIA ELECTIOU COI11HSSIOII DATE 05/27/90 REGISTRATION BY MAIL TALLY 
TOTAL 
-----------------FEMALE-----------------
-----------------MALE-------------------cournv TOTAL TOTAL 18-21 22-34 35-64 65-UP TOTAL 18-21 22-34 35-64 65-UP 01 ABBEVILLE 612 310 61 137 81 31 302 53 150 85 14 02 AIKEfl 6,689 3,4ft3 409 1,529 1,234 191 3,246 437 1,396 1,298 115 03 ALLEIIDALE 163 86 13 36 27 10 77 11 32 28 6 04 AIIDERSO!l 4,582 2,480 302 965 960 173 2,102 308 806 872 116 OS BAI1BERG 228 116 32 43 36 5 112 30 54 26 2 06 BARIIWELL 346 168 42 80 39 7 178 57 61 53 7 07 BEAIJFORT 3,201 1,787 165 758 733 131 1,494 98 546 700 150 00 BEIIKELEY 5,170 2,869 559 1,134 1,056 120 2,301 497 834 911 59 09 CALIIOUII 3ftft 172 22 73 67 10 172 27 68 74 3 10 CIIAinESTON 17,274 9,405 1,093 3,968 2,928 616 7,869 1,369 3,362 2,747 391 11 CIIEROKEE 1,222 657 272 198 163 24 565 224 173 145 23 12 CIIESTER 1,427 753 1ft6 320 258 29 674 121 2.79 248 26 13 CIIESTERFIELD 1,086 63ft 98 266 212 58 452 68 188 166 30 14 CLAREIIDOII 144 73 20 29 19 5 71 13 25 25 8 15 COLLETOII 1, 287 626 361 128 113 24 661 365 136 145 15 16 DAR I. I IIGTOII 1,998 1,028 211 429 316 72 970 205 415 306 44 
17 Dill.OII 411 208 45 106 46 11 203 49 94 54 6 18 DORCIIESTER 5,767 3,186 356 1,380 1,314 136 2,501 291 1,001 1,176 113 
19 EDGEFIELD 790 438 73 203 125 37 352 46 167 120 19 20 FAIRFIELD 862 470 222 139 97 12 392 150 133 100 9 21 FLOI~EIICE 2,992 1,669 331 601 5ft9 108 1,323 226 506 527 64 22 GEORGETOWII 980 5ft2 135 10ft 180 35 438 76 156 171 35 
,_. 23 GREEIIVILLE 14,172 7,726 1,414 2,940 2,704 668 6,446 1,164 2,387 2,547 348 
V1 24 GREEIIVIOOD 1,478 783 114 283 298 88 695 77 305 277 36 25 IIAI-lPTOII 358 184 81 63 31 9 174 79 53 37 5 
26 IIORRY 4,880 2,666 3li6 1, 043 1, 077 200 2,214 257 793 953 211 
27 JASPER 302 14ft 48 ft5 38 13 158 45 53 5ft 6 
28 KERSIII\W 1,315 691 lft6 251 271 23 624 101 233 273 17 
29 LAIICASTER 1, OftO 603 236 179 150 30 4ft5 171 140 124 10 
30 LAUREUS 1,801 1,054 221 356 380 89 827. 179 262 343 43 
31 LEE 22 11 4 2 4 1 11 2 6 3 32 LEXIIlGTOII 10,744 5,909 850 2,559 2,174 326 4,835 687 1,952 2,026 170 
33 MCCORmCK 3 1 1 2 1 1 
34 I·IARJOII 1,782 980 250 346 314 70 802 208 247 291 56 
35 ~IARL. BORO 1, Ottft 579 171 249 126 33 465 138 190 122 15 
36 IIEWBERRY 206 178 18 57 71 32 108 10 42 4ft 12 
37 OCOIIEE 787 436 52 150 190 44 351 24 111 178 38 
38 ORIIIIGEBURG 4, ft55 2,376 362 1,033 749 232 2,079 317 8ft6 755 161 
39 PICKEIIS 2,981 1, ft61 253 578 575 75 1,520 289 620 558 53 
4 U R I Cllli\IIU 15,639 8,Jr,z 1,569 3,999 2,768 406 6,897 1,069 3,135 2,476 217 
41 SI\LUOA 373 18ft 73 64 41 6 189 78 52 49 10 
42 Sf' ART AIIBUIW 7,305 3,947 478 1,549 1,527 393 3,358 325 1,376 1,433 224 
43 SUI·IJ ER 2,413 1,316 279 536 366 135 1,097 213 428 389 67 
41\ llfiiOII 648 335 97 124 93 21 313 99 120 86 8 
45 WILLIAMSBURG 1,358 683 266 2ft2 145 30 675 208 251 120 16 
46 YORK 6,876 3,740 571 1,309 1,566 302 3,128 456 962 1,516 194 STATEWIDE 139,805 75,857 13,807 30,744 26,235 5, 071 63,940 10,998 25,146 24,632 3,172 
SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTION COMMISSION 
PUBLICATIONS AND TRAINING AIDS 
1. Registration and Election Laws of South Carolina 
2. Booklet titled "Poll Manager's Handbook for Conduct of 
General Elections," published each even-numbered year 
in September or October 
3. Annual Report 
4. Periodic brochures, pamphlets and statistical data for 
the public on voter registration and election procedures 
and the number of registered voters in the State. 
5. Statistical data on voter turnout for every election held 
in South Carolina is available for public inspection at the 
State Election Commission office. This data includes the 
number of registered voters and the number who actually 
voted, broken down by race and sex. 
6. "Selected Legal Opinions and Correspondence," used by the 
County Board of Voter Registration, outlines certain 
procedures to be followed when problems arise in 
registration. 
7. "Manual of Instruction for Voter Registration," used by the 
County Board of Voter Registration, outlines all clerical 
procedures to be followed for voter registration. 
8. Training films, video and audio productions used to 
instruct election officials and provide information to the 
public concerning voter registration and election 
procedures. 
9. Pamphlet titled "Are You Eligible To Vote?" prepared for 
distribution to the public. Contains useful information 
about registration and voting procedures in South Carolina. 
10 Booklet titled "What To Do If ... " used by poll workers and 
other election officials in helping to answer common 
election day problems. 
16 
STATE ELECTION COMMISSION 
EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS FACTORS 
JULY 1989 - JUNE 1990 
Central Voter Registration 
New registered voters 
Changes 
Counties on line 
Aid to counties ... 
System 
55,250 
220,251 
23 
52 trips to 21 counties 
dealing with 7 other counties 
for on-line hook-up 
Administrative 
Number of lists sold 
Income from sale 
Office of Elections 
1,800 
$114,000. 
Number of elections held 254 
July-December, 1989 107 
January-June, 1990 147 
Educational Services 
Monthly phone calls 350 
Monthly mailings 180 
Aid to counties .. . 
Number of workers trained 1400 
Electronic Voting System 
No. of databases/elections 145 
No. of ballots printed 5,600 
Monthly phone calls 300 
Aid to counties ... 
Trips for training 30 
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